
Social Media  

for Neighbors 



You and your neighbors are already there!   
• Tools that use the internet—mobile or 

otherwise—to create communities 

• Aimed at sharing—information, mostly, but also 
photos, video, audio, etc. 

• Sharing creates and strengthens communities. 

 
 

 

 

Social Media 



Social media is the way people connect 

 
 

 

 

Source: Pew Internet Project 



Social media expands neighborhoods 



• Getting people involved 

• Connecting people  

• Informing people 

• Addressing safety concerns 

• Preparing for the worst 
 

 

 

What are your challenges  

as neighborhoods? 



Basic social media tools 

Some you know about… 

• Facebook 

• Twitter 

• YouTube 
 

• Instagram 

• Flickr 

• Pinterest 
 



• NextDoor.com 

• STQRY app 

Some you may not… 



Facebook 

The place to be!  Facebook  
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Facebook 

• Your neighbors are already 
there… 

• It does everything! Photos, text, 
video, audio, links, events, direct 
messaging… 

 



Facebook 

 

Seahawks Playoff Send-off Rally  



Facebook 

 
  The excitement gathered 

during preparations for 
the Seahawks rally 
helped get out the word 
about the need for help 
at the City’s Severe 
Weather Shelter. 



Twitter 
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Twitter 

• Instant messaging system 
for networks of “followers” 

• Promotion, information, 
emergency communication 

• Many “tweeters” use it as a 
news source 



Twitter 

 



Pinterest 
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Pinterest 

 

Neighbors’ Bulletin Boards 



NextDoor.com  

 • Private network for neighbors, 
with verified addresses 



STQRY  

 • An app that uses QR codes and 
location data to help get the 
most out of local attractions 

• Coming soon: City of Renton 
and the Renton History 
Museum 



Other Tools  

 
• YouTube 

 

• Photosharing on 
Flickr or Instagram 

 

• Geolocation apps 
like Foursquare and 
Gowalla 



• Be honest. 

• Be brief. 

• Be polite. 

• Be bipartisan. 

• Get your facts straight. 

• Be interactive. 

• Help others. 

• Share the work. 

• Use all the available tools. 

Basics to Remember 



• Pew Internet Project  / www.pewinternet.org 

• Neighborhood Watch / www.usaonwatch.org 

• Project for Public Spaces / www.pps.org 

• Others? 

Want to Learn More? 

http://www.pewinternet.org/
http://www.usaonwatch.org/
http://www.pps.org/


Elizabeth P. Stewart 

Renton History Museum 

 

estewart@rentonwa.gov 

425.255.2330 
 

Questions? 


